The Development Framework: Understanding Societal Systems

Factors Promoting Cohesiveness
* Long, shared past * Advantageous political geography
* Common identity * Charismatic leadership
* Shared informal institutions ~ * Good physical infrastructure
* Limited inequities * Urbanization
* History of shared statehood * Widespread access to television
* Easy acceptance of borders * Glorious past with fabled leaders
* Strong rivalries with neighbors * Capacity to absorb immigrants

Sound, Impartial Policies
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* Strong public goods provision
* High technical capacity
* Good investment, trade,
and competition policies
* Strength of security guarantee
* Impartiality
* Inclusiveness
* Competent leadership
* Stable/wealthy neighbors
* Easy linkage to world markets
* Good domestic/
regional infrastructure
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Factors Promoting Robustness
* Good sociopolitical match
* Good match between formal
and informal institutions
* Experience running state
* High dependence on taxes
* Substantial administrative/judicial
resources
* Effective security/police forces
* High accountability to population
* Robust civil society
* Good regional neighborhood
* Favorable population geography
* Strong external anchors/linkages
* High trade dependency

Source: Seth D. Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT:

Praeger Security International, 2008), figure 2.1.




